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DETAILED ACTION 

. 1. This Office Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on January 12, 
2007. After further review and consideration, a new non-final rejection has been 
made on the record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on" sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 28-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat 
No 3,858,921 to Kuki. 

Regarding claim 28, Kuki discloses a vehicular door handle assembly comprising 
a primary actuator (15) adapted to be mounted to a vehicle door and movable 
between a latched position and an opened position, and wherein the vehicle door is 
opened by a user by moving the primary actuator between the latched position and 
the opened position; and a secondary actuator (24) operatively associated with the 
primary actuator and movable between a secure position (Figure 3), wherein 
movement of the primary actuator from the latched position to the opened position is 
prevented, and a release position (Figure 4), wherein the primary actuator can move 
from the latched position to the opened position; wherein the primary actuator and 
the secondary actuator have a common actuation path so that attempted movement 
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of the primary actuator out of the latched position first causes the secondary actuator 
to be moved from the secure position to the release position. 

As to claim 29, Kuki discloses that the primary actuator comprises a handle (15) 
with a first user interaction portion. 

As to claim 30, Kuki discloses that the secondary actuator (24) comprises a 
trigger mounted to the handle and having a second user interaction portion. 

As to claim 31 , Kuki discloses that during movement of the primary actuator and 
the secondary actuator through the common actuation path, the user grasps both the 
first user interaction portion and the second user interaction portion and moves the 
second user interaction portion towards the first user interaction portion to move the 
trigger to the release position (from Figure 3 to Figure 4). 

As to claim 32, Kuki discloses that the first and second user interaction portions 
are hand grip regions on the handle and on the trigger. 

As to claim 33, Kuki discloses that the common actuation path is linear. 

As to claim 34, Kuki discloses that the common actuation path is arcuate. 
As to claim 35, Kuki discloses a vehicular door handle assembly comprising an 
actuator adapted to be mounted to a vehicle door and movable through an actuation 
path to an opened position, and wherein the vehicle door is opened by a user by 
moving the actuator to the opened position; and a latch (27) operatively associated 
with the actuator for selectively preventing movement of the actuator to the opened 
position; wherein the actuation path comprises a first portion and a second portion, 
and movement of the actuator through the first portion (from Figure 3 to Figure 4) 
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deactivates the latch so that the actuator can move through the second portion to the 
opened position, and wherein the first portion and the second portion of the actuation 
path are serially aligned and substantially indistinguishable to a user during attempted 
movement of the actuator to the opened position. 

As to claim 36, Kuki discloses that the actuator comprises a secondary actuator 
(24) movable to a release position during the first portion of the actuation path for 
deactivating the latch (from Figure 3 to Figure 4). 

As to claim 37, Kuki discloses that the actuator has a first user interaction portion 
(body of 15) for moving the actuator to the opened position, the secondary actuator 
has a second user interaction portion (body of 24) for moving the secondary actuator 
to the release position, and wherein the second user interaction portion is aligned with 
at least a portion of the first user interaction portion so that the attempted movement 
of the actuator to the opened position first causes the secondary actuator to be 
moved through the first portion of the actuation path. 

As to claim 38, Kuki discloses that the actuator comprises a handle (15), and the 
first user interaction portion comprises a handle hand grip region. 

As to claim 39, Kuki discloses that the secondary actuator comprises a trigger 
(24) mounted to the handle, and the second user interaction portion comprises a 
trigger hand grip region. 

As to claim 40, Kuki discloses that during the attempted movement of the 
actuator to the opened position, the user grasps both the handle hand grip region and 
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the trigger hand grip region and moves the trigger hand grip region towards the 
handle hand grip region during the first portion of the actuation path. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-5,16-27,41 and 43 are allowed. 

5. The prior art fails to disclose that the latch comprises at least one flange that is 
received in a groove defined by the at least one pair of arms at the secondary 
actuator cam member. 

Response to Arguments 

6. After further review and consideration, a new non-final rejection has been made on 
the record, rejecting the claims in view of Kuki '921. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7058. The examiner can normally be reached on 10-7pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 




Carlos Lugo 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3676 



January 22, 2007. 



